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MANSFIELD:  Yes sir.

JOHNSON:  Good.

MANSFIELD:  I have been trying to get some of these people to come our way.  I’m not meeting with too much success.  Randolph will vote with us.  Hayden is undetermined and he said he usually goes the other way, but he’ll keep his mind open.  I think if you will call him.  He’s either Interior or Appropriations Committee now he will come, but I think it’ll take you.

JOHNSON:  Sound like that’s on – on Medicare?

MANSFIELD:  Yes sir.

JOHNSON:  All right.  What should I say to him?  How should I handle it?

MANSFIELD:  Just say we’d like to have you come on this one.  It’s very important and Mansfield tells me that your mind is open, that you want to bring me in or just use yourself I think’d be better.

JOHNSON:  All right, how are you counting him?  Have you been counting him with you or against you?

MANSFIELD:  Counting him with us, but when I talked to him this morning he seemed to be a little indeterminate and of course the AMA that’s getting his telegrams in now.  I think it would switch him as you did on the coacher thing.

JOHNSON:  How many votes does he – do you have?  How close are you?

MANSFIELD: Well under the best circumstances we have 51 votes, but I wouldn't bet on them.  And we’re sending out military planes to bring in Jackson and Canon and now Hartke, I just talked Hartke, trying to get him back in spite of the tragedy I think he’s coming.

JOHNSON:  Where is Jackson?  Is he in Washington?

MANSFIELD:  Yes.  He and Dan will come back together.

JOHNSON:  When will you have your vote?

MANSFIELD:  Two o’clock.

JOHNSON:  OK.  I saw you said yesterday that you wanted to talk to Dirksen and before you got into anymore investigations you wanted to take it to the Policy Committee.

MANSFIELD:  Yeah.

JOHNSON:  Do that and take some time to talk to Jim or Abe before you decide what area he going into so that they can kind of plan and coordinate down here too.

MANSFIELD:  Yeah, talk to who?

JOHNSON:  Either Jim Roe or Abe Porters.

MANSFIELD:  Oh on the Williams proposal?

JOHNSON:  Yeah.

MANSFIELD:  OK.  I’m in no hurry.

JOHNSON:  That’s good.  I just – what I’ve done is asked the FBI to go into all of it and I will just say if they crowded you at all that you have understood that Tripp Elkins wanted an impartial, objective investigation and since this is a matter that involved the former ambassador that the FBI was investigating it and you felt that if they had to go abroad or pick up any information they had that the FBI could do it about as well as anybody else and everybody has confidence in them and that you understand they’re investigating.

MANSFIELD:  Good enough, fair enough. 

JOHNSON:  I would talk to Dirksen about it and tell him if he wants to get into this thing – we into investigations or contributions that Goldwater’s been head of this Senate Campaign Committee for a good many years.

MANSFIELD:  OK.

JOHNSON:  And tell him that some folks have already told you and I’m telling you now that they’re going to bring in the hunts now of people of Texas and how much they’ve given Goldwater and it’s going to pretty messy and if Dirksen wants to get into that you don’t have anything to object to yourself, if Curtis keeps going on and wanting it, why they may have to go back and open that gas bill on Nebraska.  

MANSFIELD:  I see.

JOHNSON:  I’d just let them know that heretofore Smathers and Goldwater kind had an understanding that each would collect contributions and that was that, but if they’re going in now and Williams is going to be a big expose why there’s a good deal we can expose too and it’s going right direct to Goldwater.

MANSFIELD:  I don’t think that Dirksen’s too happy about it.

JOHNSON:  I would let him know that very quietly while Goldwater’s here so he can tell him and just say that you don’t want to – you don’t want to – launching the investigation on Goldwater, you don’t want to do anything personal, but you have heard it and you’re hearing it now from good sources that Goldwater has been the chairman of the senatorial committee and as chairman he’s accepted a good little money from oil people and that there’s going to be another – that some of the papers are talking about it.  And if they want to get into that, they can get into pretty quick.

MANSFIELD:  Okay.

JOHNSON:  And tell you think the best thing to do is just the FBI handle it.  They don’t cover up anything.

MANSFIELD:  Bye.

JOHNSON:  Okay I’ll call (INAUDIBLE).

MANSFIELD:  Yes sir.

