clinton2big

[The setting is in a room of the White House.  The action picks up in the middle of President Clinton’s remarks.]

Speaker:  President Bill Clinton reminded delegates to the 1995 White Conference on Aging of the historical context of Medicare and Medicaid.  Clinton says:

President Clinton:  It happened because the American people kept faith with the social compact first forwarded sixty years ago when President Roosevelt signed the Social Security Act.  

[The camera sweeps the applauding audience.  The camera then switches back to President Clinton.]
President Clinton:  That compact has then been strengthened over the last three decades with Medicare, with Medicaid, with the cost of living adjustments to social security, with community-based services under the Older Americans Act, like Meals on Wheels transportations. and with effort to prevent abuse of the elderly.  This is a remarkable record, and you should be proud of it.

[The audience applauds and some whistle.]

President Clinton:  It happened because people understood that their government could be made to work for them in a positive and strong way.

[There is applauding and cheering from the audience.]

President Clinton:  And it is something our country should be very proud of.

