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[The setting is the U.S. House of Representatives.  President Bill Clinton stands at a podium while giving his remarks.  Vice President Al Gore and Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich are seated directly behind him.  A large American flag drapes the wall behind the Vice President and the Speaker.  Both the Vice President and Speaker stand to their feet applauding, while the audience applauds as well.  The action picks up in the middle President Clinton’s remarks.  A tag line identifies “CNN” and the “State of the Union” for programming purposes.]

President Clinton:  Now if we balance the budget for next year, it is projected that we’ll then have a sizable surplus in the years that immediately follow.  What should we do with this projected surplus?  I have a simple, four-word answer:  Save Social Security first.

[The camera sweeps the audience as it stands to its feet in applause.  Whistles and loud cheers are heard.  The audience is seated.  The camera shows a close up shot of President Clinton as he continues.]

President Clinton:  Tonight, I propose that we reserve one hundred percent of the surplus – that’s every penny of any surplus – until we have taken all the necessary measures to strengthen the Social Security system for the 21st century.  

[The audience applauds.  Vice President Gore applauds in the background.]

President Clinton:  Let us say to all Americans watching tonight, whether you’re seventy or fifty, or whether you just started paying into the system, Social Security will be there when you need it.

[The audience applauds.]

President Clinton:  Let us make this commitment.  Social Security first:  Let’s do that together.

[The audience applauds.  Vice President Gore and Speaker Gingrich applaud in the background.]

President Clinton:  I also want to say that all the American people who are watching us tonight should be invited to join in this discussion in facing these issues squarely, in forming a true consensus on how we should proceed.  We’ll start by conducting non-partisan forums in every region of the country.  And I hope that lawmakers of both parties will participate.  We’ll hold a White Conference on Social Security in December.  And one year from now, I will convene the leaders of Congress to craft historic, bi-partisan legislation to achieve a landmark for our generation - a Social Security system that is strong in the 21st century.

[The audience applauds.]
