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President Johnson:  Hello.

Male Voice:  Hello.

President Johnson:  Hello, Mike.  God bless your soul.

Male Voice:  Well, Mr. President.  God bless you.  You brought us through, I tell you.

President Johnson:  That wife of yours if my hero, and next to her, you.  I remember when we were in trouble and we needed to do something, and you stood up.  And I’m also proud of you, and I’m mighty proud of Oklahoma.

Male Voice:  Well, I’ll tell you, we would’ve lost this damn thing if it hadn’t been for Carl, and Ed Edmonsen, and Bob [inaudible], and myself, and our two whistle stops.  I’ll tell you about it some time, but it’s the best traveling circus you’ve ever seen.  We President Johnson:  We would’ve [inaudible], but the damn Committee wouldn’t put up a dime.  And Carl and Ed Edmonsen financed the first ones from Kansas to Texas.  We drove to towns that didn’t have two stores; we did two hundred with a high school band at 8:00 in the morning.  That’s [inaudible] two hundred and fifty.  It went that way.  The smaller the town, the bigger the crowd.

President Johnson:  That’s the way it is. 

Male Voice:  Put on the county candidates, went right through the county, and be introduced.  They’d go out and shake hands, and then we’d put out our pitch.  And we had a bunch of gals.  I’ve got the best bunch of gals that you’ve ever seen.  How’s your time?  Can I chat with you?

President Johnson:  Yeah, sure.  Sure.

Male Voice:  Well, I don’t want to keep you if you’re doing something important.  But this is one of the things.  The wife of the Presbyterian minister at Okmulkee (sp?) was a lifetime registered Republican.  She is as cute and has got the personality of an Ethel Merman, and when she saw Goldwater’s raid on the Republican Party in San Francisco, she went out and organized and registered as a Democrat – lifetime Republican.  Organized what they call the Democratic Dolls, and they’re damn good.  Twelve of them.  One of the daughters of the leading law professor at Norman married to the district judge in Olkmukee is on the course.  It’s that kind of girl.  And cute, good looking, had personality.  And so they were singing, and they went along on the trip, and they’d sing the parodies – H-A-R-R-I-S for Harris, you see, and then this one girl gave the “Hey, Look Me Over” parody.  It’s the best I’ve ever seen off Broadway or off television – LBJ.  I want you to hear it.  We’re going to try to bring them to the inauguration.

President Johnson:  I sure hope so.

Male Voice:  But I had this parody on the “Old Barroom Song.”  “They had to carry Harry to the ferry; they had to carry Harry to the shore.”  You remember that one?

President Johnson:  Yeah.

Male Voice:  They had a bunch of parodies, and I said, “Try this one.”  And I’ve been trying to plug it by talking it, and it’s falling flat.  And then I sang it to him as “We’re going to bury Barry in the voting; we’re returning Barry to his store.  And the reason that we’re going to bury Barry is that Barry and his people make us sore, sore, sore.”  And they just loved it.  About two stations later, they came up, said, “Senator Monroney, we’ve got another version to it if you think we should sing it.”  I said, “Well, sing it for me.”  And then they sang, “Oh, we’re going to bury Bud with Barry.  We’re going to return, oh please give our coach a job in your store.  And the reason the reason that we’re going to bury Bud with Barry is that OU isn’t winning anymore, more, more.”  It was just a carnival, and we run these two statewide.  And as I say, Carl and Ed put up the first one, and it was so good one by noon on the first, I asked the state committee that was on the train, I said, “Let’s buy the train from the Arkansas line across Carl’s district through Little Dixie, up to Rock Isle and El Reno.  That’s west of Oklahoma City.  Then they was up at Republican territory.  And they said, “Oh, we haven’t got time, and we haven’t got the money.”  And I said, “Tell Carter to get that train.”  And so we got it, and we ran another one, you see, with about only four days advance, and it was better than the first.  And we drew a thousand more people because five thousand [inaudible], which is the toughest Republican town at 6:00 at night, where we saw it off.  At the south [inaudible] with a well-publicized major appearance there.

President Johnson:  That’s wonderful.

Male Voice:  And you know what this damn thing cost?  You know what it cost?  I mean, for the train?

President Johnson:  No.

Male Voice:  Everybody could ride that wanted to, and we ran from 6:30 in the morning until about 6:00 at night, and then stopped every fifteen minutes in towns that I’ve never stopped in.  Six hundred and fifty bucks.  Got the ICC rate, but they put on the President’s car for us at the platform, you see.  That’s the biggest bargain in campaign history.

President Johnson:  That’s wonderful.  And I’m awfully proud of you.  I’m awfully proud.

Male Voice:  It was terrific.  Could I bother you about two minutes?

President Johnson:  Yeah.

Male Voice:  Number one, tell me whether I should drop it completely or not.  Ed Harris has to run in two years from now.  But Wilkinson maybe, and he came too damn close for comfort.  You have got an appointment coming up – Republican appointment – on the Civil Aeronautics Board.  I’m just bouncing it off.   I want no commitment, but should I pursue it or not?  Bud was in the naval air force.  He was on the Enterprise.  He was the first guy that [inaudible] his whole team and the coaching staff to air transportation and football games.  He flies not for himself, but as an enthusiast in general aviation.  He is still highly loved.  He ran a clean campaign and Ed Harris has complimented him on it publicly, and I have, too.  And if we got to have a Republican, I’m just dropping that in the hat.  And I’ve talked to Red Moyers secretly about it – the vice president of [inaudible] American Airlines.  And he says, “God, that would be wonderful.”  This would help me in Oklahoma City and Tulsa, which Fred Larson [inaudible], and you carried Oklahoma County, but Larson tossed it pretty seriously.

President Johnson:  I’d be against it off hand.  I don’t want to be against anything that you’re for.  I heard he got awfully birchite (sp?).

Male Voice:  No, he was wrong – there wasn’t a bit of that in the campaign.  He was wrong on every damn issue they stuffed him on, like the farm program.  He was opposed to that.  He wanted double REA interest rates.  And he attacked the Alliance for Progress as being a bad example of foreign aid.  And what he said he wanted was exactly what the damn Alliance for Progress does.  But he was a gentleman at it, and there was not.

President Johnson:  Why was he disloyal to Kennedy and the Democrats so by joining the Republicans?  Why didn’t he run as Democrat to be elected?

Male Voice:  Well, I’ll tell you why.  I’m a little bit responsible for that.  I told him early when he was trying to run that he’d have a hard time getting the Democratic nomination, but he’d be a shoo-in if he got it.  That he’d get a free ride if the Republicans – if he ran on the Republican ticket.  I just gave him what advice I’d give a friend.  And furthermore, I had a certain loyalty to Howard Edmonson, my colleague, and to the other guy – the Democrats – that have worked hard coming up.  So I’m partly responsible for that.  But I will say this that an appointment on saying this is that a  Republican has ran a completely clean campaign.  There was no Communist smear; there was none of the charges that Harris ran the same kind of a campaign.  And even the Daily Oklahoman last night – Oklahoma Times – they own two – last night said that these two men are ran the cleanest campaign in the history of Senate races.

President Johnson:  Let’s look at it.  Let’s don’t decide.  Who would he replace?

Male Voice:  He replaces this guy – Republican from North Dakota – Chan Durney (sp?).

President Johnson:  He doesn’t want it?

Male Voice:  No.  He’s retiring and going back to – he’s no good anyway.  But I really think that this guy – I mean, politically I’ve seen you charm the baggers that have fought you all your life in Houston, for example, and I believe you set a good example of taking over those that are on the other side and all their damn friends you can.

President Johnson:  Well, let me – let’s don’t.

Male Voice:  No, no.  I’m not asking for any commitment.

President Johnson:  Let me, let me think about it and we’ll talk about it soon.

Male Voice:  Well, I just wanted to put it in the mill for your thoughtful consideration.  

Now here is a very serious thing about Monroney.  You’ve got actively being mentioned and friends working for the Humphrey replacement.  I don’t want any commitment on the thing at all.  I’m just telling you the situation as I’ve been throwing it around.  Phil Hart and Muskie from the North.

President Johnson:  What are they doing?  People talking about them to succeed him?

Male Voice:  Well, yeah.  Now, Joe Carr came to me before the adjournment and said, “Mike, why don’t get in this thing for the Humphrey slot, see?”  I said, “Well, I don’t feel well enough and I don’t have beans enough.”  I’d been [inaudible] on legislation and on casework.  I got the whole case workload because Howard was back here all the time.  We had the Arkansas, which you saved my life on, so that they wouldn’t say, “Well, we lose it now that we’ve Bob Kerr,” I got my tail beaten in trying to get these leadership on the state chairman.  I got beaten on that by two votes.  I got beaten trying to collect a decent national committeeman.  Aubrey Kerr [inaudible] got it by a few votes, which the guy – the state chairman rigged together by paying the delegate’s expenses in Atlantic City.  So I just had a series of defeats and was tired and weary, and I said I wouldn’t be interested because I don’t have the beans that I ought to have.  Well, I’ve sure got that back in a big way in your campaign because I believed in it so much.  So I called Joe this morning.  I’ve got Yarborough committed, Albert Gore, and I think I’ve got Stu – I haven’t talked to him yet.  I want to see Dick Russell before I do anything.  And I want, by all means, to know that you’re not antagonistic.

President Johnson:  Not in the slightest.  Couldn’t be ever antagonistic to you or your wife or anybody close to you because you’ve been too good a friend all through the years.  I feel about you and Bill Fulbright like I do about few men in the Senate.  I think I ought to tell you this.  I told those that talked to me – and there have been a good many – not Muskie, and not Clark, and not Hart – that I thought as long it could be someone that would support the President’s program that I didn’t think that I ought to take sides between good friends.  And I don’t want to make the mistake Roosevelt did [inaudible] because it divided the Senate, and it never did patch up the Party.  Russell Long, he tells me if he’s got the majority, that he had talked to Dick Russell and Russell wanted him to do it.  And that he had twenty-odd there, and that he had gone out and gotten some other liberals.  Smathers has never told me what he wanted to do.  He would normally be the one that would move up; that was the general theory that had been followed in the House and in the Senate.

Male Voice:  Jordan could not be elected because he voted against every damn thing.  

President Johnson:  He has that problem, though, having been there.

Male Voice:  Well, that’s not a precedence, though, because.

President Johnson:  No, but I just went out and made Hubert to kind of balance it.  He wasn’t even asking for it, but I just tried to balance off Mike because Mike wasn’t very aggressive.  I thought Hubert would cover up some of his things.  

But the answer to your question is that it certainly wouldn’t be antagonistic.  I’m not pledged to anybody.

Male Voice:  Don’t pledge.  I’m not asking that.

President Johnson:  I think that any of the fellows would be friendly with me.  Some of them would vote with me more than others, but certainly nobody could vote with me better than you could.

Male Voice:  Well, it’s really rough down here on some of those votes.  I’m a Party man, and I always will be or I’ll get out of the damn business.  And Medicare was tough, but I found it’s the best damn vote that I’ve cast.  I’m taking the offensive down here on it in telling it.

President Johnson:  It is the doctors – the doctors will be against it, but most of them are going to be Republican anyway.

Male Voice:  Well, I’m getting the penetration doctors now.  We’ve got a good guy for your doctors and scientists, and we’re putting together – I had lunch with the head of the School of Medicine, and I’m going to get a bunch of doctors working on it.

President Johnson:  One of your boys have been awfully helpful to us, and I want to ask you about it.  I’m going to draft him some way.  I doubt that’s possible to get him, but this boy Finney on the White House’s staff.

Male Voice:  He’s the most satisfactory man on judgment, integrity, quick on the trigger, but never making hasty decisions.  Willing to tackle anything like a tiger.  Dog loyal.  And would be, in my judgment, the finest one.  I couldn’t keep him because [inaudible] offered him a partnership, and that meant a hell of a lot to him.  But we left with the greatest of affection, and I call him now and then.  In fact, I called him on this Humphrey thing to tell him I was interested and to ask his opinion of it.  I value it that much.  And he’s never let me down.  He came up on this gas bill fight on a short-term basis.  He put together all the stuff I used on that fight.  You remember I floor managed it; it was on our Committee.  Your junior Senator got a lot of credit that he didn’t deserve because he didn’t know his lessons.  But Tom was so good that Douglas who had been fighting it and the others were coming to him to get the facts.  And he’s that kind of a guy, and, Lord, he’s brilliant, but homey, and never lost that McKirken (sp?) County touch, which down on Red River, you see.

President Johnson:  Well, that’s wonderful.  Well, I haven’t talked to anybody about it, but he’s been over there helping us.  And our people - men that I trusted the most and liked the best think that he was just wonderful.  What’s your evaluation of Clark Clifford?

Male Voice:  You can go with Clifford on anything as you have been using him.  He will never let you down on a side deal.  And will help you with your enemies where he has friends.  Now, he represents Phillips on some of the things – Phillips Petroleum, who hate my guts, see.  [Inaudible] same type of oil man.  And he put up most of the money and really got Wilkinson in the race, I think, for Republican.  In fact, raised two hundred and fifty thousand for him.  Well, I lost my train of thought now.

President Johnson:  Well, the question is I just – I found that he’s about the best judgment on things.  He looks like he’s a very liberal fellow with good judgment, and looks like he’s got high character.  And I just had to call on him and call on him and call him.  I called on him for Tom, and my feeling is that he is just the highest yet, but I wanted to get an objective, confidential viewpoint from somebody else.

Male Voice:  He started out as my manager in McKirken County.

President Johnson:  I’m talking about Clark now.

Male Voice:  Oh, Clark, yeah.  No, I think.

President Johnson:  Does have a weakness?

Male Voice:  I don’t know if he has.  It may be girls a little bit.

President Johnson:  I’ve never seen a weakness, and I just wondered if he had one.

Male Voice:  Well, he might do just a little bit of partying, but not where it interferes too much.  And always on a very high level – I mean, in his same social set.  But nothing that I’ve ever heard.  He’s a damned good speech writer.  You’ve got humor along with.

President Johnson:  Isn’t he pretty highly regarded as a lawyer?

Male Voice:  Yes, sir.

President Johnson:  As far as I know.

Male Voice:  I don’t think he would be a man you’d put on a Supreme Court case of constitutional law.  I think he is a lawyer that has the political know-how and all.  But I think his client have all been very respectable – the blue ribbon clients that have come to him as they did to us when he was pretty close under Kennedy.

President Johnson:  He was Kennedy’s closest advisor I found out.  I didn’t know that at first, but even more than Bobby.  Kennedy had him on the toughest ones where the family was involved, things of that kind.

Male Voice:  Yeah, I would say that he would be very good, Mr. President.  If you could get him even on a year’s basis on a loan to help you, he’s a good judge of people.  He picked out the best people I ever got on my staff.  And he ran my office.  He’s a good administrator along with having good, sound judgment.  You know, you got to have somebody to keep the jealousies from arousing.  He kept the office happy.  There never was a discordant note when he was there, and the people that were inclined to be jealous were people who were made happy by him.  And I’ve known him since he was a freshman at the University; he’s a fraternity brother of mine.  And after he managed this campaign down there in this real tough county that Thomas was supposed to sweep and brought me in about two to one down there, he got political sagacity.  And then he came back and practiced law, and that’s when I grabbed him and brought him up on this gas bill thing.  And he distinguished himself, and remember we clobbered them good on that one.  And then went back, and I persuaded him to come up there as my AA.

President Johnson:  Thank you, Mike, and you go ahead and do whatever your judgment dictates.  I don’t want to get you in and get out of it.  I told you all I know.  Humphrey has never talked to me about it that I remember, and Mansfield has never mentioned it to me.  I’m not going to mention to anybody.  Russell has never mentioned it to me.  The only ones that talked to me that I remember about it are Russell Long and George Smathers, and George didn’t ever tell me what he was going to or what he wanted.  He just talked about his problems in Florida, and Russell talked about – Russell Long told me that he talked to Dick Russell and he thought he had the votes against George Smathers.  I don’t know what he might have against somebody else.

Male Voice:  Here’s the thing.  I’m out the border state for two amendments that I supported – one, the right to withhold school lunch plans if they weren’t integrated and that kind of thing, you see, from [inaudible] decision.  That was Section Six, I think.  And I voted for – I don’t think I voted for it, but I talked for it for a little more narrow interpretation of interstate commerce.  So these were very close to the southern heart, you see.  But I never made anybody in the South mad, and yet I think I’ve got near a hundred percent record for the Adminstraton on this, and Medicare, and the real tough issues.  And we are a southern-oriented state [inaudible].  We carried the state, didn’t lose it.  I’m not a playboy, and I’ve got my full beans back.  And I just thought I’d go down, fly down to see Dick Russell to get his advice the first minute I can and just tell him what I have in mind.

President Johnson:  Okay.  

Male Voice:  [Inaudible] been mentioned, but he’s a wonderful for a cleanup man, but for the day-to-day smoothing down operation and the low-key stuff, I know that I can do that better than he can.  I don’t know about Muskie.  Hart is not aggressive enough, I don’t think.  And I certainly think that Smathers would be ruled out even by the southerners because he doesn’t work hard.  

President Johnson:  Okay, my friend.

Male Voice:  So, when you’re going back?

President Johnson:  I don’t know.  I might go back today or I might wait until after next week.  The President of Mexico’s coming Wednesday.

Male Voice:  Oh, wonderful.

President Johnson:  Just don’t tell anybody you discussed this so they won’t think that I’m trying to keep you from it or keep you from doing it.  I appreciate your attitude in wanting to know if there’s any reason I wouldn’t want you, and there’s not any.

Male Voice:  That’s the only thing I called for.

President Johnson:  The answer’s no.

Male Voice:  Good.  And keep this Bud Wilkinson kicking around.

President Johnson:  I will.  I will. And I.

Male Voice:  Master stroke in Oklahoma, and I think the football fans of the nation would think that this is a [inaudible] man if you make the appointment.  I think industry would like him, and we’d have an honest man in there who we could educate to the principles that you and I know are right.

President Johnson:  Okay.  

Male Voice:  Thank you, Mr. President.  And give my love to Lady Bird.

