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Male Voice:  Hello.

President Johnson:  How are you?

Male Voice:  Pretty good, Mr. President.  How are you?  Getting some rest?

President Johnson:  No, no.  

Male Voice:  You should.

President Johnson:  Well, I guess this pill – I was up all night on the closing operations.

Male Voice:  Oh, yeah, that’s very delicate.

President Johnson:  It’s pretty difficult, but I guess it’s better than the alternative.  We couldn’t stand there and let the cannibals kill a bunch of people.  They had to do something.  And we looks like we got out better than we expected.

Male Voice:  Well, that’s good.

President Johnson:  I just called you for two reasons.  I want to thank you for that newspaper thing.  Bill Wirth (sp?) said you made a contribution to that.  And I’m also mighty grateful that you got that and got these outdoor workers back to work.

Male Voice:  Yeah, well, that strike should not have occurred.  But the management people just couldn’t make up their mind who was going to make the decisions.  So I treated [inaudible].  I thought while I was in there, I ought to take the newspaper thing up.

President Johnson:  Well, it’s mighty good.  I know it’ll be better.  I’m getting a little bit concerned about the way this economy is going – the British action on raising the rate from five to seven, and our requirement we had to it.  If we didn’t all the money would go away right quick.  

Male Voice:  You have to counteract that.

President Johnson:  We can’t take three and a half money here and let them have seven over there without expecting it to go that direction.  And I’m afraid the banks will misinterpret it, try to slip in a little of their own.  We can’t do much about it, but try up theirs.  We’re trying to discourage them, but housing, as you know, is pretty soft and down.  And these strikes have caused us to lose a good deal.  I’m pretty worried about the steel thing.  You got any observations on it?

Male Voice:  Well, I think I’ll clarify.  Dave McDonald – I was hoping to talk to him today, but he hasn’t shown up in our meeting.  We’re in a council meeting.  [Inaudible] is upstairs right now meeting with our people, and they’re talking about the legislative situation.  So I’ll be watching the steel thing, and if anything comes up, I’ll be glad to keep in touch with you.

President Johnson:  All right.  Well, Bill Wirth has talked to me, and I tried to get you there [inaudible], but I was running until I got my calls here in Johnson City.  Then I was out of the pocket again.  I just wanted to tell you that Wirth thought you did a splendid job, and I appreciate it very much.

Male Voice:  Well, I’m on your team all the way.  And anything I can do, you just have to let me know.

President Johnson:  We’ve got to keep this prosperity going if we can, and we just can’t let it slip behind.  And I think the newspaper strike and the auto workers thing will help a good deal, and I’m awfully grateful to you.

Male Voice:  All right.  When you get back here, when you get a chance, I really want to chat with you about a couple of things I’ve got in mind [inaudible].

President Johnson:  I’d be very happy to, Walter.

Male Voice:  Also, as Willard knows, I’m going to be working as I can to get our fellows around here to recognize that there’s many things we need to do, but 14B should not be on top of the list.

President Johnson:  Walter, that will wreck everything.  We ought to do it, but my judgment is, as I told Dale when he was down her, the first thing we ought to try to put through while we can if we can is medical care.  The second thing is the excise tax just to put a little soup in this economy again.  The third thing is unemployment insurance.  The fourth thing and simultaneously, if we can, ought to be Appalachia and maybe some ARA in these distressed areas so we can have some employment there that’ll soup that up.  And if we can get those things going, why, then we can get to the other thing.  But if we bring that up first, that’ll drive the South and the Republicans together in an old bloc again.  It’ll give them a much top heavier coalition than they would normally get if we pick them off one at a time on employment.  And if we have a few successes, we get to rolling, and then we can roll this one in.  But we ought to start with it.

Male Voice:  Well, you’re a hundred percent right, and this is going to be my position.  I told Willard [inaudible] that I will be fighting.  It seems to me what we have to do is to do the things for the whole country first, and then factor our program into the framework of that.

President Johnson:  What you can do – that’s right – what you can do is you can pull all the good together, and even Ogden Reed’s and Javitz’s, and the liberals will have to go along with an excise tax.  They’ll just have to go along with unemployment insurance.  Have to go along with Appalachia, and the poverty, and the ARA, and the general things like that.  Have to go along with medical care.  We get that to rolling, it looks pretty good.  Then we can take a little let down on this and probably come out to sixty, forty or fifty-five, forty-five.  If we start this first, we could probably put it over fifty-five, forty-five.  It’ll be started in all directions, and then we would do it only at the expense of everything else, and they’d say, well, Johnson did what Roosevelt did.  He came in with another court fight on February 22nd, and he did just what Roosevelt did in ’36.  He threw it all away.

Male Voice:  Well, you and I agree completely.  And I’m going to be working inside the labor movement on this because, first of all, I’m an American, then I’m a labor leader. 

President Johnson:  Thank you, Walter.

Male Voice:  Dammit, I’m going to do what’s right for the whole country

President Johnson:  I know it.

Male Voice:  And even if I’m unpopular among my friends in the labor movement.  This is what makes sense.

President Johnson:  Well, we’ll do it.  This is the way to popular with everybody is to get the job done.  And we’ve got to be judged by results, and we start with this and going into trouble, that’s all.

Male Voice:  Right.  When will you be back in town?

President Johnson:  Kennedy had it in his platform for four years, you know. 

Male Voice:  Yeah, that’s right.

President Johnson:  But if they give me the same treatment they gave him, we’ll be all right.  I expect to be back early part of the week.

Male Voice:  I’d like to visit with you, you know, when not too [inaudible] so we can talk.

President Johnson:  Okay, we’ll get together.

Male Voice:  Very good.  Thank you.

President Johnson:  ‘Bye.

