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VMEMBER OF RI NG THAT DI STRI BUTES FALSE DOCUVMENTS
TO | LLEGAL ALI ENS | N THE BALTI MORE/ WASHI NGTON METRO

AREA SENTENCED TO FOUR YEARS | N PRI SON

Baltinore, Maryland - U S. District Judge WIlliamM

Ni ckerson today sentenced Andres Fernandez-Cruz, age 57, a
Mexi can citizen present in the United States illegally, to
four years in prison followed by three years of supervised
rel ease for fraud in connection with identification
docunents and aggravated identity theft, announced United
States Attorney for the District of Maryland Rod J.
Rosenst ei n. Fernandez-Cruz will be deported fromthe United
States after serving his prison term

According to his guilty plea, Fernandez-Cruz worked in an
organi zation that distributed fal se docunents in the

Bal ti nore/ Washi ngton netropolitan area. The organi zation
created and distributed over 100 sets of docunents,

i ncluding fal se social security cards, permanent resident
or resident alien cards and driver’s licenses. Individuals
used conputers, printers and other equi pnent to create the


http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/md

false identification docunents. The sets of docunents are
sold for $80 to $150, nostly to aliens who are not legally
in the United States. Social security nunbers were

someti mes supplied by the customer, and sonetimes randomy
sel ected. Sone of these social security nunbers had been
assigned to real individuals.

Fer nandez-Cruz worked in the Baltinore operation, taking
orders for and distributing fal se docunents, and collecting
paynent. On Novenber 25, 2007, Fernandez-Cruz was on South
Broadway in Baltinore, where he transferred an envel ope
containing a fake resident alien card and fake soci al
security card to an undocunented alien, who paid Fernandez-
Cruz $80. After the transfer of the fake docunents,
Fenrnandz-Cruz was arrested. At the tinme of his arrest, he
had in his possession an additional set of fake docunents,

i ncluding a permanent resident card and social security
card.

United States Attorney Rod J. Rosenstein thanked the U S

| mrm gration and Custons Enforcenment and the Social Security
Adm ni stration, Ofice of the Inspector CGeneral for their

i nvestigative work, and commended Assistant United States
Attorney Tanera L. Fine, who prosecuted the case.



